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‘ENA believes in a brighter future, 

 delivering solutions that create healthier lives, 

 fight climate change,  

and boost biodiversity’ 
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Who we are 
 

• European Nurserystock Association (ENA) is a unique collaboration (founded in 1991) between 

plants and trees nursery associations all over Europe. Nurseries are facilities where plants and 

trees are propagated and grown to a size suitable for transplanting or direct sale. 

 

• Nursery associations in 21 European countries are our members: Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech 

Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, 

Poland, Portugal, Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and the United Kingdom. 

 

• Representing over 27,000 professional nurseries, growing high-quality trees and plants on more 

than 125,000 hectares for European gardens and green spaces. Our member associations report 

employing 260,000 people. Most of our businesses are small and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMES). The total production value is approximately €10 billion. 

 

• Producing plants and trees is a positive and nature-based business. It requires a long-term vision. 

This production needs commitment, dedication and passion for plants. These days, nursery 

managers have to face many challenges such as climate change and finding dedicated, committed 

skilled workforce. Long-term investments are needed to produce plants, therefore a long-term 

partnership approach by businesses and authorities is needed. 

 

 

 

Our mission 
 

Our mission is to grow the right plants and trees for the right places. By working together at a European 

level, we can positively impact the ability of all nursery businesses to thrive and grow for gardens and 

green spaces. 

 

Our focus areas are: 

• Time: investing in young people who can learn the skills from experienced people; 

• Knowledge: pass on the knowledge to a broader staff, learn from each other and use the best 

practices to be more efficient; 

• Freedom: less regulations, freedom of plant protection products, freedom of land use; 

• Marketplace: a bigger market will increase profitability, efficiency, innovation and expertise in 

the nursery business. 
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Benefits of plants  
 

1. Supporting healthier lives and well-being for individuals and communities 

 

Our plants and trees provide: 

 

• Cleaner air: because they are producing oxygen (O2), absorbing carbon dioxide (CO2) and 

filtering air pollution; 

• More exercise: because green spaces encourage us to walk, run and play; 

• Lower risk of diseases and conditions: like heart disease, obesity and diabetes; 

• Better mental health and sleep, less stress: because our products help us to relax and calm, and 

to create quieter environments; 

• Less heat stress and air pollution; 

• Retain water. 

 

‘There is no life 

without plants and trees’ 
 

2. Mitigate climate change 

 

Our plants and trees provide: 

 

• CO2 absorbing: which they store in their trunks, branches, leaves and roots; 

• Store carbon long-term: because forests act like carbon sinks; 

• Cooler planet: by delivering shade and water vapor; 

• Prevent soil erosion: by holding the soil in place and helping to maintain healthy land; 

• Protect water resources: by filtering water and supporting healthy ecosystems, and increasing 

flood resilience; 

• Reduce urban heat islands: so less energy-intensive air conditioning are needed; 

• Build a living: beautiful, social, own mental health centre for every city; 

• Create an escape from a hectic world; 

• Recovery of urban areas: redesigning cities and abandoned areas; 

• Extra economical value: for places which are surrounded by plants and trees 

 

‘The right plant and tree 

in the right place 

can mitigate the effects 

of climate change’ 
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3. Boosting biodiversity and thriving ecosystems 

 

Our plants and trees provide: 

 

• A habitat and food: for many animals and insects; 

• Pollination and seed dispersal: by bees, butterflies and birds going to flowering plants; 

• Healthier soil life: because roots stabilise the soil and support the underground life; 

• Regulating ecosystems: by regulating temperature, water cycles and nutrient flow, which is 

essential for all living; 

• Microclimates: by offering shade, moisture and cooler temperatures, allowing more species to 

survive; 

• A vocal place in the middle of the city: with birds and butterflies; 

• An open-air art gallery: all year round. 

‘Without plants and trees 

our ecosystems cannot thrive 

and we have no biodiversity, 

which threatens our 

environmental resilience’ 
 

 

Opportunities for the EU: 
 

• Recognition of plant and tree nurseries: as essential in delivering healthier, more biodiverse and 

climate resilient communities; 

• Be supported to grow: in EU and national long-term policy-making and legislation; 

• Be supported to innovate: and grow our knowledge for a more sustainable future; 

• Access to fertile land and infrastructure to grow production; 

• A level playing field: on key policy areas, such as crop protection and plant health, and stability 

to grow. 
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Pathway to solutions for the green transition: 
 

 

1. Quarterly or semi-annual consultation with the European Commission 

 

• Our sector proposes quarterly or semi-annual consultations to ensure continuity in delivery and the 

ability to improve continuously; 

• Currently, our sector faces numerous regulations that are either inconsistent with each other, that 

are not supportive of plant breeding, or do not sufficiently stimulate innovation; 

• The market needs to expand, therefore our sector needs improved access to fertile ground, 

enabling investment in a sustainable future. Close collaboration among the European Union, the 

scientific community, and our sector is essential to achieving this goal. 

 

 

2. 15% of the total construction/infrastructure budget for plants and trees 

 
• Given the global need for healthier living environments, the sector proposes that 15% of every 

building or infrastructure project budget be explicitly allocated for plants and trees; 

• By involving the sector from the very beginning of a project, green space can be effectively 

integrated into urban design. This will create not only healthier environments but also increase 

property value by approximately 15%. 

 

 

 

‘Recognition 

of plants and trees 

is crucial’ 
 

 

‘Green is life,  

and our sector provides it every day’ 
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